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The grade level Priority Standards are the identified instructional focus for each unit to support acceleration. Anchor lessons can be used to provide scaffolded 
support based on diagnostic and formative assessment data collected through the unit as students work toward mastery of the grade level standard.  
 
The grade level Target Standards are assessed through the Periodic Assessments. Lessons are provided for each of the target standards in a unit. Formative 
assessments from these lessons and the data from the Periodic Assessments should be used to inform instruction and identify needs for acceleration support in 
upcoming lessons and units. 
 
 

Unit  Unit One Unit Two Unit Three 
Title A Delicate Balance Stories that Teach Inventions and Innovation 
Duration Approximately 17 – 20 days Approximately 25 – 30 days Approximately 25 – 30 days 
Big Idea and 
Essential Questions 

Big Idea: Understanding the relationship 
between humans and nature 

 
Essential Question: 
What is the relationship between humans and 
nature? 
How is the relationship preserved?  
How does it change? 

Big Idea: Reading fables, folktales, and myths 
from diverse cultures 

 
Essential Question: 
Why is storytelling important? 
Why do people from diverse cultures 
throughout the world tell stories? 
How do stories teach messages, morals, or 
lessons? 

Big Idea: Solving problems leads to new 
ideas 

 
Essential Question: 
How does solving problems lead to new 
ideas? What is the relationship between 
invention and innovation? 

Checkpoint(s) 1. Analysis Task: Write a speech to introduce 
the scientists from Whooping Cranes in 
Danger at an awards ceremony. Describe 
how the scientists helped the 
Whooping cranes. 

2. Research Task: Students choose an 
endangered species and build knowledge 
through research by taking notes and 
sorting evidence on a graphic organizer. 

1.   Analysis Task: Students write a 
statement that tells the central message of 
the myth, The Fall of Icarus. Then they 
explain how the message is conveyed 
through key details about the main 
characters’ actions and traits. 

1. Analysis Task: Write a brief description 
about the relationship between two events. 
Include details about time, sequence, and 
cause and effect. 

2. Analysis Task: Reference two texts in order 
to 
write an essay comparing and contrasting 
solar power and wind power using 
language that pertains to cause/effect. 

Culminating Event 
(End of Unit 
Performance Task) 

Research Task – Endangered Animal Research 
Report 

 
After researching an endangered animal and 
take notes as part of the checkpoint 
assignment, students develop a research 
report.  
 
 
 

Narrative Task – Writing an Original Fable 
 

Students will write an original fable that teaches 
a lesson. They continue the tradition of 
storytelling during a “Fable Fair” by sharing 
their fable with classmates and invited guests. 

Research Task – Invention Convention 
 
Students work collaboratively to research the 
development of one product and the history of 
its innovation taking brief notes from print or 
digital sources. Each student contributes to the 
invention presentation to share information 
about how inventions have changed over time. 
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Priority Standards RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.3 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked above. 
W.3.2 

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked above. 
W.3.3 

RI.3.6, RI.3.7, RI.3.8 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked above. 
W.3.2 

Target Standards RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.7 
L.3.1, 3.2 
W.2 

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, RL.3.5 
L.3.1, 3.2, 3.5 
W.3.3 

RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 
RF 3 
L 1 
W.3.2 

 
  

Foundational Skills Open Court – Getting Started Lessons; Unit 1 
 

Open Court – Unit 2 
 

Open Court – Unit 3 
 

Core Texts -All shared learning texts are from Wonders 
-No texts are needed for the culminating event - 
students will be completing research. 
-Choose one of the following for the 
accelerated pathway: 

- Balto and the Great Race  
- In Good Hands 
- Century Farm  

Comprehensive planners can be found in the 
 

-Various fables by Aesop such as The Ant and 
the Dove, The Fox and the Stork (digital 
resources) 

-Choose one of the following for the 
accelerated pathway: 

- Wonderful Wizard of Oz 
- Kokopelli’s Flute 

Comprehensive planners can be found in the  
 

-All shared learning texts regarding various 
inventors and their inventions are from 
Wonders or digital resources 

-Choose one of the following for the 
accelerated pathway: 

- The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
- Brainstorm! By Tom Tucker 

Comprehensive planners can be found in the 
 

https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273497
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273507
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273455
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273459
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273537
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273547
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273553
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Unit Unit Four Unit Five Unit Six 

Title Historical Perspectives Roald Dahl Author Study Poetry 
Duration Approximately 25 – 27 days Approximately 30 – 35 days Approximately 15 – 20 days 
Big Idea and 
Essential Questions 

Big Idea: An analysis of the motivations 
for exploration 

 
Essential Question: 
What motivates people to explore? 
How do the actions of explorers impact others? 

Big Idea: A comparison of works by the same 
author 

 
Essential Question: 
How do the words and actions of characters 
reveal their true nature? 
How do characters, setting, and plots reveal 
an author’s themes? 

Big Idea: A Survey of Poems and Its Poets 
 
 

Essential Question: 
How do poems help create a picture in my mind? 
How is a poem different from other types of 
writing? 

Checkpoint(s) 1. Research Task: Students research an 
explorer and create an Explorer Trading 
Card that depicts the explorer’s 
motivations, the risks of the exploration, 
and the rewards. At the end, students 
share their trading cards with one 
another in a jigsaw type activity. 

1. Analysis Task: Students record evidence 
about a character to determine their traits. 
Then, they will compile their findings 
and include a character sketch. Last, they 
will write an explanatory essay 
to explain how the words and actions of 
the character reveal the character’s trait. 

1. Analysis Task: Identify literal and 
figurative language for assigned lines of a 
poem. Then, explain how these words help 
to create mental pictures and what the poet 
wants the reader to know and understand. 

Culminating Event 
(End of Unit 
Performance Task) 

Analysis Task – Opinion Essay 
Each student will use what he or she has 

learned about explorers and their 
motivation, resources, risks, and 
consequences to write an opinion essay 
in which they determine if exploration 
was worth the risk. 

Analysis Task – Opinion Essay 
After reading at least three books by Roald 

Dahl and conducting ongoing 
comparison between texts about the 
characters, settings, plots, and themes, 
students will write opinion essays about 
whether Roald Dahl should continue to 
be the author study for 3rd graders OR 
which text they believe is Dahl’s best. 

Narrative Task – Poetry Writing 
Students have read poems from some of world’s 

best poets and have written first drafts for 
different types of poems. Students will 
participate in a Poetry Reading with their 
classmates by selecting one poem from 
their first drafts to edit, revise, illustrate, 
publish in a class anthology, read aloud, or 
recording. 

Priority Standards RI.3.4, RI.3.7, RL.3.7 
 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked above. 
 

RL.3.5, RL.3.9 
 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked above. 
in Schoology. 

RL.3.4, RL.3.5 
 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked above. 
 

Target Standards RI 1, 3, 4 
RL 1, 3, 4 
L 1 
W 1 

RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 9 
L 1, 5 
W 1 

RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
L 3, 5 
W 3 

https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273517
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273547
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273481
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273471
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273489
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273467
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1493273471
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Foundational Skills 
 

Open Court – Unit 4 
 

Open Court – Unit 5 
 

Open Court – Unit 6 
 

Core Texts - Texts from Reading Wonders 
Anthology 

- Encounter by Jane Yolen 
- Columbus Journals 

For the accelerated pathway: 
- Pedro’s Journal 

A comprehensive planner can be found in the 
  

 

- Who was Roald Dahl? 
- James and the Giant Peach 
- The Enormous Crocodile 
- Fantastic Mr. Fox  

(scaffolding & enrichment) 
For the accelerated pathway: 

- Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
A Comprehensive planner can be found in the  

 

Variety of poems (digital resources) 

 


